Diet and growth in juveniles of the garter snakes Thamnophis sirtalis infernalis and Thamnophis radix radix.
The effects of diets consisting of different food types on the growth of juvenile garter snakes was tested using a litter each of Thamnophis sirtalis infernalis and T. radix radix. The snakes were fed diets consisting of earthworms, Lumbricus terrestris, and mosquitofish, Gambusia affinis. The results reveal differences in growth per unit of mass, calories, and protein consumed on the different diets with differences in length being more pronounced than differences in mass. The results indicate that the total mass, calories, or protein consumed are insufficient to reliably predict the amount of growth to be expected in these species. All results are given plus and minus one standard error with an analysis of variance for the production-ingestion ratios.